
Big Island police are advising residents that it is against the law
to drive all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) and dirt bikes on public roads.

According to officials of the Hawai`i State Transportation
Department, vehicles that may legally use public roads and high-
ways must meet federal motor vehicle safety standards, and ATVs
fail to meet these standards. ATVs were not manufactured as
motor vehicles for highway use. Individuals may legally operate
ATVs off-road only.

The state of Hawai`i does not permit the use of all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) in any state parks or
on public roads. Therefore, they don't require registration with the state. Currently, Hawai`i
also does not have any licensing regulations for ATVs.

If you purchase an ATV, you should keep in mind that there are allotted spaces on the islands
that allow off-road riding. Make sure to ask your dealer where these locations are so you don't
violate any state laws. Presently, the law allows for citations if you are caught riding on a pub-
lic road or beach in the state.

submitted by Sher Glass
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REPORT SUSPECT RAPID `ŌHI`A DEATH TREES
The Rapid `Ōhi`a Death fungus is here in Volcano and killing our iconic `ōhi`a trees. Fortunately
it is spreading more slowly here in Volcano than it did in lower Puna. However, I have noticed a
pattern, that ROD spreads from one infected tree to surrounding `ōhi`a trees.  This occurs mainly
because beetles boring into ROD-killed trees release the fungal spores to the outside through the
tunnels they excavate. So, there is an advantage to cutting down and covering ROD killed
trees. That requires a positive identification that the ROD fungus is present. The fungus can be
detected by taking samples of wood chips or sawdust to a lab in Hilo. `Ōhi`a trees are killed by
other pathogens and die for environmental reasons, such as drought in the Volcano Golf Course
subdivision. Taking a sample of the wood can settle this question and let you know if you have to
do something to stop the spread of ROD. Call or email me and I will come to your suspect ROD
tree, take a sample to the lab in Hilo, and report back the results to you. You can contact me at 769-
7258 or Volcanoplantguy@gmail.com.

submitted by Tim Tunison 

The definition of a public road is not
linked to the “ownership” or mainte-
nance of a road, parking area, etc. but
to the common use or right of use by
the public of a road.
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Lucky I  Live in Hawai`i ;
Even MORE Lucky I Live In Volcano

In April I was riding my bike from my house to the ends of Wright and
Ama`uma`u Roads, to make the heart pump a bit faster and treat the mus-
cles in my legs to a healthy uphill workout. Good workout and no rain.
When I got home I discovered that my wallet was missing. Uh-oh! Credit
cards, debit card, ID, health insurance card, and almost $300 in cash from
an encounter with the local cash machine—all gone.  The last time I lost my
wallet, I was 22 years old and had a driver’s license and maybe $10. I guess I should have been thankful
I can still remember my social security number and do not need to carry that card in my wallet. 

So, I recruited my wife and daughter and we drove the car very slowly over my morning bike route, with
two sets of eyes pinned on the road and shoulder for the missing valued item. Did not find the wallet but
found that I could become even more anxious and regretful, contemplating potential financial loss and
lots of paperwork. When I got home I opened a promising voice mail message from my employer,
Friends of Hawai`i Volcanoes National Park. The word was that someone had found my wallet and to
call the finder. My FHVNP card was the only contact number, of all those valuable cards in my wallet. 

I drove to his house and met my honest and helpful Volcano neighbor for the first time. He apologized
for having to look through the wallet to find contact information. I thanked him profusely and tried
to reward him with a $100 bill, which he would not accept. He also wanted to remain anonymous so
I will honor that request. However, I will surely recognize him when I next see this honest and gen-
erous man at the Farmers Market.  submitted by Tim Tunison
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Kilauea Eruption Information Resources:
Latest eruption updates: volcanoes.usgs.gov/volcanoes/kilauea/status.html
or call (808)967-8862 for a recorded message on current activity or email 
askHVO@usgs.gov if you have questions. Also check with Hawaii County 
Civil Defense: hawaiicounty.gov/civil-defense

SO2 levels and air quality: vog.ivhhn.org/current-air-quality

Ash Fallout Hazards: www.ivhhn.org/information#ash

Ash Forecasts: volcanoes.usgs.gov/observatories/hvo/ash_information.html

Earthquakes, cracks and fissures: volcanoes.usgs.gov/hvo/earthquakes/

Emergency Planning for Volcano Community volcanocert .org
volcanocommunity.org

Support  for Lower Puna :  facebook.com/puuhonuaopuna/


