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Volcano Community Association (VCA) Mission Statement
To improve and protect the quality of life in Volcano, County and State of Hawaii, on behalf of all residents of the area. To pro-
mote the social and educational advancement, increase recreational opportunities, ensure health, protect natural environment,

and develop community spirit. Also, it will undertake any consonant project the community may be moved to assign to it.
However, it will remain nonpartisan and nonsectarian.

June  2020
AN ANTHROPOLOGICAL

DISCUSSION

Re: UPDATED INFO Re: Old
Japanese Schoolhouse, May 2020

in “The Voice,” Volcano Community
News, Re: February 2020 “Did You
Know” article in THE VOICE

I appreciate the short essay submitted
by Mary Miho Finley in regard to the
partially reproduced February 2020
story about the Old Volcano School-
house that appeared in The Voice of
the Volcano Community Association.
It appears that she put a lot of time
into her article and has beautifully
highlighted personal history details
that would otherwise have remained
unknown.

Unfortunately, my original story was
heavily edited by Volcano Commu-
nity Association and published with-
out my knowledge or permission.
Such reproduction without my per-
mission as the copyright holder goes
far beyond the scope of Fair Use laws
and into the realm of copyright in-
fringement. It was so heavily edited
that when I first saw it, I didn’t even
recognize it as something I had writ-
ten until I was a couple of paragraphs
in. After seeing what had been done
to the piece as well the fact that I was
in no way contacted for permission to
reproduce the work, I was quite
upset, but after a lot of thought I de-
cided to let it go. Until now.

To set the record straight:

I granted permission for the original
story to be published in 2013 in the
now-defunct Big Island Weekly
(BIW) for a fee. I also granted one-
time publishing rights to Big Island
Now (BIN), the story appearing on-
line on January 24, 2018, also for a fee.
Again, the hacked-up piece that ap-
peared in this publication was com-
pletely without my authorization,
and was not submitted by me. BIN

editor Max Dible stated via text that he
was not contacted in regard to repro-
duction or with a request for my con-
tact information. “…I wouldn’t give
anyone permission to run anything on
our site verbatim. Certainly wouldn’t
do it with someone else’s byline with-
out discussing it and getting their con-
sent,” he wrote.

Like Ms. Finley, I too hold an anthro-
pology degree from UH Hilo. I
worked in archaeology and cultural
resource management for the State
Historic Preservation Division (SHPD)
in Hilo. In 2013, I compiled a Histori-
cal Significance Assessment (HSA) on
the Old Japanese Schoolhouse to de-
termine if it qualified for inclusion in
the Historical American Buildings Sur-
vey (HABS) and the National Register
of Historic Places. I have also worked
on the only other existing one-room
schoolhouse in Hawai‘i, which is lo-
cated in Ke‘anae, Maui. My article that
appeared in BIW in 2013 and BIN in
2018 was excerpted from the Japanese
Schoolhouse HSA report. 

Ms. Finley states that the story is “so
full of inaccuracies” that she questions
my sources. I dispute this allegation
with the exception of one inaccuracy,
which I will address shortly. There are
many different sub-disciplines and
specialties in anthropology. Ms. Finley
is very fortunate to have interviewed
the Shiotani family. In this case, it ap-
pears that her work focused on oral
histories, which are immensely valu-
able. My work focused on historical ar-
chaeology, i.e. the significance of the
Japanese Schoolhouse structure itself;
primarily its construction, what parts
of the building are still original, re-
placed or restored, what significance
the structure holds in the historical
record and so on, as opposed to per-
sonal experiences. My in-person inter-
views for the HSA, and subsequently,
the original story, were with Japanese
Schoolhouse owner Satochi Yabuki
and Allison Beddow of VAC. I have

conducted many hundreds of inter-
views in my working life, and memo-
ries are fallible, especially as we grow
older; it’s simply human. One must
remember that when information is
sourced through oral interviews, it
must be verified to every extent possi-
ble and not taken as hard fact. My fur-
ther sources include, but are not
limited to, numerous historical docu-
ments related to the area and the Vol-
cano Japanese community pre- and
post-WWII, State of Hawai‘i historical
tax maps and property records, the
Hawai‘i State Archives, Tomonari-
Tuggle’s Integrated Cultural Resource
Management Plan for Kilauea Mili-
tary Camp, documents in the Japanese
Cultural Center of Hawai‘i Research
Center in Honolulu, military docu-
ments–the list goes on and on.

I will address Ms. Finley’s numbered
points where I feel they need further
clarification or correction:

1 and 2) I appreciate the mention of
Mr. Fujimoto. In my research, there
were no findings of him having been
named as the original school princi-
pal; however, that doesn’t mean he
wasn’t. It is possible that his name
was not recorded in any official ca-
pacity, and if it was, I did not find it.
The 1911 plat map reveals an Ola’a
Summer Lot land grant to K. Fuji-
moto. The Old Japanese Schoolhouse
opened in 1928; records show that
Motoi Shiotani became the principal
in 1931, and formally name him as the
first principal. It is nice to know the
name of the person who served as
principal between 1928 and 1931. 

3) Ms. Finley maintains that my arti-
cle says the schoolhouse is 476 square
feet. The story that ran in BIW, BIN,
and also in this newsletter states that
the one-room schoolhouse is 576
square feet. That was a typographical
error on my part; it was caught after
the original 2013 publication in BIW
but never corrected. The correct di-
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mensions are 816 square feet, exclud-
ing the 192-square-foot front lanai.
These are the dimensions that are
recorded in the HSA that I conducted
as well as in the County of Hawai‘i
Real Property Tax records. The
teacher’s quarters, a two-story struc-
ture behind the schoolhouse, is 568
square feet, excluding a 132-square-
foot lanai. I thank Ms. Finley for
pointing it out. The error in the story
has been corrected to reflect the infor-
mation in the HSA.

4) Present-day Volcano Village was
indeed referred to as “29 Mile” and
the larger area, including Volcano
Village, was referred to as Ola’a.
However, the name that Ms. Finley
mentions, “Volcano Summer Lots,” is
incorrect. In October 1910, a 200-acre
tract was granted to Hilo Trading
Company owner Martin Porter. In
1911, lands bordering the east and
south boundaries of Porter’s tract
were subdivided into the new Ola’a
Summer Lots, with a number of
wealthy missionary families includ-
ing Shipman, Lyman, and Baldwin
being awarded land grants. In 1927,
Porter subdivided 28 acres of his tract
into the Anuhea Volcano Houselots.
The Japanese Schoolhouse is located
in this subdivision. Ms. Finley is cor-
rect that there was a large population
of Japanese who were working for
wealthy landowners as well as farm-
ing their own lots. In fact, the Japan-
ese farming community was so large
that in the 1930s a number of Japan-
ese farmers in the community suc-
cessfully petitioned the U.S.
government to create the Volcano
Farmlots on Wright Road.

5) I find Ms. Finley’s mention of the
outhouse and furo interesting. Ac-
cording to Mr. Yabuki, when the
teacher’s quarters were constructed
in 1931–the tax records say construc-
tion was in 1928, other sources say it
was 1931–Mr. Shiotani had the out-
house replaced with flush toilets. As
far as the conflicting date informa-
tion, I found a 1931 photo of the
teacher’s quarters under construc-
tion, so that’s the date I went with in
the HSA. It may be possible that the
outhouse was no longer in use or
functioning when Volcano Art Center
leased the property. It is true that the
buildings did not and still don’t have

fireplaces, but research revealed that
the commodes (at minimum) on the
property have been served by rainwa-
ter catchment since at least 1931. 

6) I genuinely appreciate Ms. Finley’s
detailed account of the Shiotani fam-
ily’s experience; however, nowhere in
the article does it state that Mrs. Sh-
iotani was detained at same time Mr.
Shiotani was in December 1941. The ar-
ticle says that she was on the LIST of 82
Japanese on the Big Island to be de-
tained in the days immediately follow-
ing the attack on Pearl Harbor. This list
was part of a letter to the FBI dated No-
vember 22, 1941 from Special Agent in
Charge R.L. Shivers, titled “Internal Se-
curity, Custodial Detention, Japanese
Aliens.” SAC Shivers later followed up
with a letter dated December 4, 1941
entitled “Re: INTERNAL SECURITY.
CUSTODIAL DETENTION LIST -
JAPANESE, GERMAN AND ITALIAN
ALIENS” discussing the infeasibility of
seizing all Japanese nationals and
Japanese Americans in Hawai’i, as
those of Japanese heritage comprised
approximately 1/3 of Hawai‘i’s popu-
lation. Shivers recommended immedi-
ately seizing only the most influential
of Hawai‘i’s Japanese. “Those aliens
who have been listed for custodial de-
tention comprise the alien leadership
in Hawaii in every branch of alien ac-
tivity, namely: businessmen, consular
agents, Japanese language school
teachers and principals, Buddhist and
Shinto priests, and others of no partic-
ular affiliation but who by reason of
their extreme nationalistic sentiments
would be a danger to our security as
well as others who have seen Japanese
military service.” [Bold type is as it ap-
pears in original document]

Being Ms. Finley interviewed Mrs. Sh-
iotani herself, it is obvious she was not
immediately detained with her hus-
band. The article is correct in stating
that “Shiotani, his wife and Mat-
sunaga were held in detention for the
remainder of the WWII.” Where and
when they were seized was not the
focus of the HSA or the article. 

8) Ms. Finley maintains that the
teacher’s quarters were built post-
WWII. This is incorrect. The quarters
were most likely constructed in 1931,
though Hawai‘i County records say it
was built in 1928, the same year as the

school. This is where information ob-
tained through oral history inter-
views can become muddled. It is not
unlikely that post-WWII, the Kumiai
renovated the teacher’s quarters to in-
clude indoor plumbing. In my HSA
report, the focus was not so much on
the teacher’s quarters as on the one-
room schoolhouse itself, nor was my
focus solely on the inhabitants. As far
as the reference to “the newly created
Volcano Farmlots” in 1961, the Vol-
cano Farmlots were created in the
1930s to be awarded by the U.S. gov-
ernment to successful bidders. 

9) In the edited article published in
the Volcano Community News in
February, the bracketed sentence
“Wow, VCA was around back
then???” in reference to the school-
house being transferred to the Vol-
cano Community Association was
another unauthorized liberty that
was taken with the article. That was
not in my original story. The 1947
VCA was not the same VCA organi-
zation that exists today. 
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Notice: Due to COVID 19
The County of Hawaii Parks
and Recreation are not allow-
ing any parade permits till
after at least July 31st, 2020.
Therefore we have had to
cancel our annual 4th of July
Parade in Volcano Village till
a later date, possibly till next
year. Mahalo, from your
VCA Board.

Remembering Pa`u Riders of Ka`u on the
4th of July in 2019.       Photo credit: S. Glass
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How Will Your 
Family Evacuate?
Disasters can strike at any time, now

is a great time to develop an evac-
uation plan with your family, and prac-
tice it to ensure you know what to do
should an emergency occur. In some circumstances, local officials de-
cide that the hazards are serious and require mandatory evacuations.

Wherever you live, knowing what to do in the event you need to leave
your home is critical. Review these evacuation guidelines from the
Ready Campaign and develop your plan now:

• Plan places where your family will meet, both within and outside
of your immediate neighborhood. Develop an emergency commu-
nication plan to decide these locations before a disaster.
• Keep at least half a tank of gas in your vehicle at all times in case
you need to evacuate.
• Become familiar with alternate routes and other means of trans-
portation out of your area. Choose several destinations in different
directions, so you have options in an emergency.
• Plan how you will leave if you do not have a car. Make arrange-
ments with family, friends, local government or local service organ-
izations.
• Take your emergency supply kit with you.
• Take your pets with you, but understand that some public shelters
may only admit service animals. Plan how you will care for your
pets in an emergency.
• Unplug electrical equipment such as radios, televisions, and small
appliances. Leave freezers and refrigerators plugged in unless there
is a risk of flooding. If there is damage to your home and you are in-
structed to do so, shut off water, gas, and electricity before leaving.

VolcanoCERT.org

Discussion cont. from page 7
In conclusion, I want to thank Ms. Fin-
ley for her contribution, though in this
case, anthropologically speaking, she
is comparing apples to oranges. I think
that someday it would be a valuable
service to compile into a book the his-
torical knowledge of those who have
researched different facets of the Old
Volcano Schoolhouse and the pre- and
post-WWII experiences of Japanese
Volcano residents. I believe that such
a collaboration would be of worth to
future historical researchers.

And as far as Volcano Community As-
sociation, I advise that in the future
you contact and receive permission
from copyright holders should you
wish to publish their intellectual prop-
erty.

Submitted and published with permis-
sion by J.M. Buck, Volcano resident

***   ***   ***   ***
Please no more on this subject till at
least next year. Mahalo to J.M. Buck
and Mary Miho-Finley for their contri-
butions. S.Glass-VCA Pres.


