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Volcano Community Association (VCA) Mission Statement
To improve and protect the quality of life in Volcano, County and State of Hawaii, on behalf of all residents of the area. To pro-
mote the social and educational advancement, increase recreational opportunities, ensure health, protect natural environment,

and develop community spirit. Also, it will undertake any consonant project the community may be moved to assign to it.
However, it will remain nonpartisan and nonsectarian.
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The front of VCA’s t-shirts says
“Volcano Nō Ka ‘Oi,” “Volcano is

the Best.” Most of us who live here
would agree. But what is it about Vol-
cano that makes it “the best”? 
Surveys show that folks who live in
the greater Volcano area say that it’s
the native rainforest and the quiet
rural living that they value most.
Show me any area of the Big Island
that has more native birds and native
forest than Volcano. If you answered
the Hakalau National Refuge or
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park, I’d
have to qualify my question with,
“where people are allowed to live.”
Hawai‘i has already lost 50% of its
native forests, and more than half of
our remaining native birds are endan-
gered. While we have more native
forest on the island of Hawai‘i than
anywhere else in the state, what’s left
needs to be nurtured if we don’t want
to lose it. As citizens of this amazing,
rare bastion of native Hawaiian
species, we have the awesome re-
sponsibility of good stewardship, and
we can give it as our reciprocation to
this special place we are blessed to
live. Wouldn’t you agree?  
But what does good stewardship
mean? Our first responsibility is to
educate ourselves about Hawai‘i’s na-
tive forest and learn how to take care
of it. One of the top threats we can all
impact is invasive species. Hawai‘i
has a long history of introduced
species, but the damaging ones over-
run and out-compete native plants and
animals, thereby earning the title of
“invasive.”  Examples common in our
community include ginger, faya, and
tibouchina. Animals like coqui frogs,
Jackson chameleons, and birds like

English sparrows and finches compete
with native birds for invertebrates and
other food. Our native birds depend on
native plants for their habitat. You can
be a good steward by protecting native
plants, planting more native plants, re-
moving invasives, and engaging in or
supporting efforts to eradicate invasive
plant and animal species. 
My ‘ohana recently criticized
when I related that I had
caught a Jackson chameleon
and put it in the freezer. They
suggested that they should
“put Mama in the freezer,”
since I didn’t belong on the is-
land either, as a human, and a
mainland transplant, to boot.
My reply was simple. I could agree
with this logic if we were talking about
other parts of Hawai‘i, where native
species are in effect, gone. But because
the Volcano area still has plentiful na-
tive birds, rainforest, and invertebrates,
we need to actively favor our native
plants and animals. One of my ‘ohana
used to have a Jackson chameleon as a
pet. I asked if they would like to have
a new pet. When they declined and I
asked why, it was because the
chameleon needed to eat so many in-
sects, it was hard to keep up! I rest my
case. Each non-native has to eat, and I
would rather our native birds have a
fighting chance and don’t have to com-
pete for food or places to live and nest.  
Some people say we should just accept
the way things are as non-native and
invasive species increase - the 'live and
let live' approach. I believe we should
deliberately favor native species be-
cause our actions are causing their de-
mise. Unfortunately, that can mean
making different, and sometimes diffi-
cult, decisions. For example, don't let

pet cats outside (they kill birds), don't
put up a bird feeder that attracts non-
native birds to our native forest, don't
release unwanted pets "to the wild"
where they can become invasive
(that's how we got the Jackson
chameleon and many of the invasive
fish in Hawai‘i's streams, for exam-
ple) and don't aggressively clear lots
to remove native forest. It is every-
one’s responsibility to become aware
of these things and take care of this

special place where we have the
privilege to live. 
I’m a Volcano Coquistador: we
volunteer to work in the dark
and the rain to catch invasive
coqui frogs. Because of our ef-
forts, some of our neighbor-
hoods can still enjoy the quiet

nighttime sounds of native Hawaiian
crickets and the pleasure of knowing
those crickets are an indicator of a
healthy invertebrate food chain. One
or two coqui may sound cute to some
people, but two will soon become
many, many more, as is clear in Hilo
and other places where they have
spread. Besides eating native insects
and reducing safe habitat for our en-
dangered forest birds, each individual
frogs’ call registers at over 90 deci-
bels. That’s as loud as a lawn mower
and over time, the din they make can
damage hearing, as well as destroying
the peaceful quiet nights many of us
love. If catching coqui frogs makes
you a little squeamish or you are not
physically able to crawl around in the
wet rainforest at night, no worries!
With your permission, the ‘Volcano
Conquistadors’ will gladly help find
and remove the frogs on your prop-
erty. See the June 2019 issue of “The
Voice” to learn more. 
I challenge all of us to step up to the
stewardship of this precious place we

P u t  M a m a  i n  t h e  F r e e z e r ?  
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live. Everything worthwhile is worth fighting for and that in-
cludes Hawai‘i’s special forests and our wonderful community! 
I offer some links for more information and resources for your
stewardship adventures:
Volcano Community Association - www.volcanocommu-
nity.org Click on “Resources” 
Big Island Invasive Species Committee.-.www.biisc.org
Hawaii Invasive Species Council - www.dlnr.hawaii.gov/hisc/
Hawaii Association of Watershed Partnerships –
www.hawp.org/partnerships/
Coordinating Group on Alien Pest Species – www.cgaps.org
Local native plant sources: 
Kim Dillman – www.bigislandplants.com
Jeffrey McCall – McCall Flower Farm Inc., 808-928-6456
Future Forest Nursery: www.forestnursery.com – sells native
and some non-native (but not invasive) trees

submitted by Vicki Arthur
Retired Wildlife Biologist/

Conservation Education Specialist
President, Volcano Community Association

Hilo Hazardous Waste Collection
NEW Date: Saturday August 3, 2019

Time: 7:30 am – 2:30 pm
Location: Hoʻolulu Complex parking lot

Please enter the Ho‘olulu Complex area on Kuawa St.
and drive south towards the Afook-Chinen Civic Audito-
rium past the Walter Victor Baseball Complex. Collec-
tion Event will be held in parking lot between Civic
Auditorium and Francis Wong Baseball Stadium. Stay
in your car for your safety. Visit hawaiizerowaste.org/re-
cycle/household-hazardous-waste/ for more details.
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