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Volcano Community Association (VCA) Mission Statement
To improve and protect the quality of life in Volcano, County and State of Hawaii, on behalf of all residents of the area. To pro-
mote the social and educational advancement, increase recreational opportunities, ensure health, protect natural environment,

and develop community spirit. Also, it will undertake any consonant project the community may be moved to assign to it.
However, it will remain nonpartisan and nonsectarian.
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Anew school campus is taking shape!

You may have noticed that construction activity is picking up at the site of the
Volcano School of Arts & Sciences’ new Keakealani Campus on Haunani Road. 
In October, Engineering Partners (EPI) finished surveying the property while
Civil Construction installed fencing. Now, grubbing/grading, infrastructure, and
installation of portable structures are underway.

We know there’s a bright future ahead for our keiki. But did you know the rich
educational history of this special site? Read on!

Legacy of  Learning
The Story of  Volcano School’s Keakealani Campus

The following is excerpted from
“Keakealani School” by Peter T.
Young, ©2018 Hoʻokuleana LLC

In the early 1910s, Peter Lee, an en-
terprising pioneer with an eye to the
future, established a home on land
near the center of the ʻŌlaʻa Summer
Lots 29-Mile subdivision, which later
became Volcano Village.

Noting the need for a school there, in
1914 Lee donated a one-acre site on
Haunani Road (named for one of his
daughters) to the Territory of Hawai‘i
for a “school to teach the children of
the region.”

In 1915 the first school building was
constructed—a classic one-room
structure, along with a teacher’s cot-
tage, small garage, and water tank.
The school was named “Keakealani
School” in honor of another of Lee’s
daughters. 

In 1934 the growing student popula-
tion called for larger facilities. The
present two-room building was con-
structed and the teachers’ cottage and

garage demolished, which left the lay-
out we see there today.

In the late 1930s the Kennedy Family,
who owned the property abutting the
school site to the Hilo side, donated
2.25 acres to the Territory to increase
the site to its current 3.25 acres.

By Executive Order No. 1040 dated
November 27, 1943, control of the
property was placed in the Territorial
Department of Public Instruction, now
the Department of Education (DOE).
DOE operated a public school on the
site until 1973, when the students were
transferred to Mountain View Elemen-
tary School. Until 2010, DOE used the
facility as an outdoor education center
for elementary students on the island of
Hawaii.

Budgetary constraints caused DOE to
terminate this program, and the facility
was subsequently licensed on a year-
to-year basis to Volcano School of Arts
and Sciences, a public charter school,
commencing on July 1, 2010.
Volcano School used the facility as its
middle school campus, and received a

$618,000 grant-in-aid from the 2011
Legislature to expand the facility to
better accommodate its middle school
program.

DOE and Volcano School subse-
quently executed a Lease Agreement
effective August 1, 2012 that speci-
fies that the premises shall be used for
a charter school (consistent with the
purpose of the executive order). 

This allows the school to consolidate
its grades K-4 classes, which are cur-
rently located on Old Volcano Rd.,
with its grades 5-8 classes so the
school’s students will be together on
one campus. 

Volcano Community Association is
proud to include the Volcano School of
Arts & Sciences among its beneficiaries.
Your membership dues and the proceeds
from VCA logo purchases go in part to
support this and several other local or-
ganizations. 

submitted (with permission) by Aubrey
Hawk

Picture of Keakealani school campus on Hau-
nani Road taken in 2011 by Sher Glass
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Holiday Shopping with Volcano Community Association
Keiki Tee Shirts (S/M/L youth) Long Sleeve $12. Short Sleeve $10.
The I`iwi (& Hi`iaka) Flour Sack Cotton Towel $15
Rising `Ōhi`a 6 blank Notecards w/press-n-seal envelopes $15
The I`iwi (& Hi`iaka) 6 blank Notecards w/press-n-seal envelopes $15
Adult Tee Shirt Long Sleeve $30     ($2 discount for members)
Adult Tee Shirt Short Sleeve $26     ($2 discount for members)
Rising `Ōhi`a 100% Recycled Market Bag Black/White $15 multi-color $25
I`iwi Embroidered Cap (green/tan/dusty rose) $22 ($2 discount for members)

Free Shipping within the U.S. on all orders $50. and up. We can include a gift card and
gift wrapping for $3. Send us your order request to vcainfo@yahoo.com and we will give
you a price quote and invoice which can be paid online. Visit our website to view items in
color: www.volcanocommunity.org

Mahalo and Happy Hol id ay s !


