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Volcano Community Association (VCA) Mission Statement
To improve and protect the quality of life in Volcano, County and State of Hawaii, on behalf of all residents of the area. To pro-
mote the social and educational advancement, increase recreational opportunities, ensure health, protect natural environment,

and develop community spirit. Also, it will undertake any consonant project the community may be moved to assign to it.
However, it will remain nonpartisan and nonsectarian.
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2021 -  Let’s  Reduce & Reuse
While living in Kona 40 some

years ago, a book caught my
eye at the Bell, Book and Candle
bookstore. It was called 50 Simple
Things You Can Do to Help Save the
Earth. I used this book to start up a re-
cycling committee at the newly
opened Hyatt Regency Waikola
where I worked in room service. The
administration was in favor of any
project that would reduce tipping fees
at the landfill.

Later on I discovered that recycling is
very difficult on this island. Most of
the tons of items we recycled ended
up in the landfill anyway. I can blame
other people or governments but the
truth is we are all to blame. Every
time we buy something in a pack-
age(or a magazine or newspaper) we
need to think about what will happen
to that packaging be it a yogurt cup,
a telephone or a refrigerator.

Farmers Markets give us a better so-
lution. We bring our bags and/or con-
tainers and they fill them up. If the
products are in a container (like
berries or eggs), I try to bring the con-
tainer back next time for the vendor
to reuse. 

We can still recycle metals and corre-
gated cardboard boxes (PLEASE
FLATTEN) at the Volcano Transfer
Station and even glass bottles (non-
HI-5) at the Glenwood Transfer Sta-
tion. But, what about plastics?

There are grassroots organizations
trying to recycle plastics and make
them into useable products like park

benches and other furniture. These
groups are overloaded and over-
whelmed with plastics turned in by
well-meaning people trying to recycle
their own plastics. See groups online;
Puna Precious Plastics, Big Island Pre-
cious Plastics and even Volcano Pre-
cious Plastics. It costs money to do this
job, to close the loop and make it work.
VCA even donated $200 to Volcano PP
to help with buying equipment, tools
and to show our support.See the video
on preciousplastic.com for more info.

So what do we do now? At least there
are no more plastic grocery bags at the
supermarkets (that fly into the ocean
and kill turtles who think they are eat-
ing jellyfish) and no more styrofoam
containers of food. We have had the
bottle bill (HI-5) since 2005 so at least
those drink bottles & cans get returned
for the 5 cent refund, or at least we
hope they do. 

If you have a choice between buying
something packaged in plastic or the
same item with paper or cardboard
packing, which should you get? I hope
it is the not the one in plastic. But,
sometimes you do not have a choice.

UPCYCLING

If you cannot reduce then try to reuse
or repurpose plastics. There are lots of
videos online about making practical
items from plastic bottles. The gallon
bottles of distilled water that I need to
buy for medical use and laundry soap
containers can be repurposed or reused
in many ways. Here are just a few ideas
in the photos to the right.

There are hundreds of ideas online to reuse
or repurpose plastics. Try youtube.com or
diy.com or even pintrest.com
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Want to try something a little more ex-
citing? Try making art out of trash or
have a virtual Trash Fashion Show for
Earth Day which is on April 22, 2021.
If you need some ideas about this talk
to Ira Ono at Volcano Garden Arts.

submitted by Sher Glass
VCA President

Quilting is the OG way of upcycling
scraps of fabrics used by our grandpar-
ents and way back to the pioneers.

You can even make wearable art from
items that would have been thrown out
like the purse above made from potato
chip wrappers. Send us some of your
own ideas and/or photos to
vcainfo@yahoo.com and we may post
them in the Voice for April 2021.

“Often when you think you’re at
the end of something, you’re at
the beginning of something
else.”
– Fred Rogers, Television Personality

Cat bed made from the empty case of an
old iMac computer. So cute!


