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VOLCANO 
COMMUNITY FEST: 
PĀ KA LEO

A diverse array of 
Volcano residents 
gathered on 

October 1st for the Volcano 
Community Association’s 
1st Annual Volcano 
Community Fest: Pā Ka 
Leo. While live music by 
The Kilt Lifters, free hot 
dogs and Betsy’s cookies 

Buy Local! Stock up on beautiful Volcano 
Community Association t-shirts, caps, greeting 
cards, decals and more - we’ll be one of more 

than 30 vendors at this year’s annual

KAMAHALO HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR
Fri-Sat, Nov. 25-26, 2022

Cooper Center

The Results Are In…

The Volcano Community Associ-
ation represents Volcano Village, 
Volcano Farm Lots, Cymbidium 
Acres, Mauna Loa Estates, Ohia 
Estates, Volcano Golf Course, 
Royal Hawaiian Estates & Ha-
waiian Orchid Isle Estates. We 
work to develop community spir-
it and improve quality of life in 
Volcano by promoting social and 
educational advancement, in-
creasing recreational opportuni-
ties, helping to ensure the health 
of our residents and our unique 
native environment, supporting 
local organizations and causes, 
and connecting Volcano resi-
dents with the many groups and 
resources already active here. 
For information or to join or re-
new your membership, visit our 
table on Sundays at the Cooper 
Center Farmer’s Market, or 
www.volcanocommunity.org.

“The Voice” is published by the 
VCA Board of Directors:

Jim Buck, Chris Corley, Scott 
Fossel, Ida Gager, Aubrey Hawk, 

James Morgan, Dan Morimoto and 
Mahi Snell

PO Box 600, Volcano, HI 96785 
www.volcanocommunity.org 

vcainfo@yahoo.com

VCA MISSION STATEMENT

(not to mention beer from 
Hilo Brewing) may have 
been a primary draw, 
the VCA encouraged all 
who attended to engage 
in a radical exercise in 
democracy by voting with 
colored Post-its for their 
Top 5 Initiatives out of a 
possible 12. The initiatives 
themselves were culled 
from community planning 
exercises over the past 
several years, and in some 
cases, decades. This was 

the manifestation of our 
new vision, Pā Ka Leo, “to 
listen, to feel, to connect to 
the voice.” 

With over 150 full 
participants and a wide 
range of suggestions made 
to the open comment board 
as well, all agree that the 
event was a resounding 
success! We heard you. The 
flurry of Post-It notes has 
been tallied, and the results 
are in…

The top choice will come 
as no surprise to many. 
Care for our beautiful 
native forests was the top 
concern of attendees, with 
a resounding lead at just 
shy of 20% of all allotted 
points. It would be no 
exaggeration to say that the 
forest remains the abiding 
touchstone of our one-of-a-
kind community. 

Fairly close behind forest 
preservation came interest 
in health care services 
with just over 13% of the 
vote, again a not surprising 
result due to the striking 
mismatch in Volcano 
between our kupuna rich 
community and our lack of 
local services to provide for 
their needs. 

Keeping both pigs and 
coquis in check ranked 
third at just under 10%, an 
indication of how rapidly 
these twin ecological 
threats have become a 
local priority, given they had 
only minor importance even 
in the most recent versions 
of previous community 
planning efforts. 

Taking 4th and 5th place 
are two quite related 
objectives concerning the 
healthy future development 
of our Volcano “Business 
District” along Old Volcano 
Road. These are 1) making 
the area more pedestrian 
and bike friendly and 

2) establishing design 
guidelines that maintain 
the business corridor’s 
distinctive historical 
character as the area 
grows in the years ahead. 
Taken together, these 
twin initiatives rival forest 
preservation as a goal of 
the community at nearly 
19%, clearly demonstrating 
how deeply invested 
residents are in both 
ecological protection and 
sustainable development. 

In response to these strong 
results, the VCA Board will 
implement the next phases 
of Pā Ka Leo, reflecting the 
shared goals of the Volcano 
community. Look for 
updates in this newsletter 
and a refreshed website 
focused on realizing 
these goals in the months 
ahead! Thanks to all who 
participated and especially 
those who volunteered 
to work hard to make the 
community’s goals a reality!  

Community Initiatives as ranked by attendees of the 1st Annual Volcano Community Fest: Pā Ka Leo




