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Volcano Community Association (VCA) Mission Statement
To improve and protect the quality of life in Volcano, County and State of Hawaii, on behalf of all residents of the area. To pro-
mote the social and educational advancement, increase recreational opportunities, ensure health, protect natural environment,

and develop community spirit. Also, it will undertake any consonant project the community may be moved to assign to it.
However, it will remain nonpartisan and nonsectarian.

April  2021

ORIGINS OF EARTH DAY

Earth Day 1970 gave a voice to an
emerging public consciousness

about the state of our planet — 

In the decades leading up to the first
Earth Day, Americans were consum-
ing vast amounts of leaded gas
through massive and inefficient au-
tomobiles. Industry belched out
smoke and sludge with little fear of
the consequences from either the law
or bad press. Air pollution was com-
monly accepted as the smell of pros-
perity. Until this point, mainstream
America remained largely oblivious
to environmental concerns and how
a polluted environment threatens
human health.

However, the stage was set for
change with the publication of Rachel
Carson’s New York Times bestseller
Silent Spring in 1962. The book rep-
resented a watershed moment, selling
more than 500,000 copies in 24 coun-
tries as it raised public awareness and
concern for living organisms, the en-
vironment and the inextricable links
between pollution and public health.

Earth Day 1970 would come to pro-
vide a voice to this emerging
environmental con-
sciousness, and
putting environ-
mental concerns on
the front page.

THE IDEA FOR THE FIRST
EARTH DAY

Senator Gaylord Nelson, a junior sen-
ator from Wisconsin, had long been
concerned about the deteriorating en-
vironment in the United States. Then in
January 1969, he and many others wit-
nessed the ravages of a massive oil
spill in Santa Barbara, California. In-
spired by the student anti-war move-
ment, Senator Nelson wanted to infuse
the energy of student anti-war protests
with an emerging public consciousness
about air and water pollution. Senator
Nelson announced the idea for a teach-
in on college campuses to the national
media, and persuaded Pete McCloskey,
a conservation-minded Republican
Congressman, to serve as his co-chair.
They recruited Denis Hayes, a young
activist, to organize the campus teach-
ins and they choose April 22, a week-
day falling between Spring Break and
Final Exams, to maximize the greatest
student participation. 

Recognizing its potential to inspire all
Americans, Hayes built a national staff
of 85 to promote events across the land
and the effort soon broadened to in-
clude a wide range of organizations,
faith groups, and others. They changed
the name to Earth Day, which immedi-
ately sparked national media attention,
and caught on across the country.
Earth Day inspired 20 million Ameri-
cans — at the time, 10% of the total
population of the United States — to
take to the streets, parks and auditori-

ums to demonstrate against the im-
pacts of 150 years of industrial devel-
opment which had left a growing
legacy of serious human health im-
pacts. Thousands of colleges and uni-
versities organized protests against the
deterioration of the environment and
there were massive coast-to-coast ral-
lies in cities, towns, and communities.

Groups that had been fighting individ-
ually against oil spills, polluting fac-
tories and power plants, raw sewage,
toxic dumps, pesticides, freeways, the
loss of wilderness and the extinction
of wildlife united on Earth Day around
these shared common values. Earth
Day 1970 achieved a rare political
alignment, enlisting support from Re-
publicans and Democrats, rich and
poor, urban dwellers and farmers,
business and labor leaders. By the end
of 1970, the first Earth Day led to the
creation of the United States Environ-
mental Protection Agency and the pas-
sage of other first-of-their-kind
environmental laws, including the Na-
tional Environmental Education Act,
the Occupational Safety and Health
Act, and the Clean Air Act. Two years
later Congress passed the Clean Water
Act. A year after that, Congress passed
the Endangered Species Act quickly
followed by the Federal Insecticide,
Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act. These
laws have protected millions of men,
women and children from disease and
death and have protected hundreds of
species from extinction.

taken from earthday.org

Happy Earth Day April 22, 2021
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VCA Celebrates Earth Day This April
The theme for Earth Day this year is “Restore Our Earth” so

we decided to give away koa tree seedlings and/or maile
seedlings for people to plant. We will give away one koa
seedling or 2 maile seedlings for each new or renewal mem-
bership (our dues are single $15, dual $25). Already a member?
Extend your membership another year or you can donate $10
to receive the same deal. Dual memberships can receive 2 koa
seedlings, or 4 maile seedlings, or 1 koa and 2 maile. Our local
maile farmer says that the maile seedlings like to grow to-
gether with other maile so we try to keep them in pairs. Koa
trees grow happily up here in Volcano.

Supply is limited so try to get to the Sunday Farmers Market
early. We are inside the main hall from 6am till about 10am each
Sunday. We will start on Sunday, April 4th and continue each
Sunday till we run out of plants. Our goal is at least 50 new or
renewal memberships for the month of April 2021. Reserve your
plant by emailing us at vcainfo@yahoo.com.

submitted by Sher Glass

Plant Maile (above left) in the ground as
an accent around rocks or at the base of
larger trees. It does best in partial shade
but can tolerate full sun. Daily watering
is fine if you have well drained soil, if not
only water again if the soil appears dried
out, too much watering can rot and kill
the plant.

Koa seedlings (above right) grow really
well in the Volcano environment.Plant
seedlings away from buildings and septic
systems as the roots can invade and af-
fect negatively. Also, large branches can
fall on homes and other structures as the
koa tree reaches up to 100 feet in height.


