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Volcano Community Association (VCA) Mission Statement
To improve and protect the quality of life in Volcano, County and State of Hawaii, on behalf of all residents of the area. To pro-
mote the social and educational advancement, increase recreational opportunities, ensure health, protect natural environment,

and develop community spirit. Also, it will undertake any consonant project the community may be moved to assign to it.
However, it will remain nonpartisan and nonsectarian.
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Neighborly Respect Vital During COVID-19 Times
In these unprecedented and angst-

ridden times we've had to adapt in
many ways (sometimes grudgingly)
to the “new normal.” One of these
adaptations is the fact that more peo-
ple than ever are now working from
home. While this is a wonderful op-
tion for those who may have other-
wise lost their jobs, it comes with its
own set of challenges depending on
your occupation.

In-person office meetings have been
replaced with online Zoom meetings;
many who once would be present at
a retail business have found online
work at home, teachers are conduct-
ing online classes, while others have
taken to cottage industry. No matter
your work-at-home occupation, it
usually requires focus and a mini-
mum of outside interference. It's the
'outside interference' part that's espe-
cially challenging for those relegated
to working in their living rooms.

Many who grew up in our “don't
make waves” island culture were
taught not to complain about nui-
sances inherent in everyday life, par-
ticularly noisy neighbors who are just
doing their thing. In normal times,
most people would be away during
the day at their workplace, so ‘a‘ole
pilikia - no problem. But these are not
normal times.

At this time, it is important in our
communities that we respect and
have compassion for the fact that peo-
ple are trying to work effectively
from home. That can be very hard
when nearby neighbors have ongoing
construction noise, are in love with
their weedwhacker, leaf blower, or
chainsaw and use them for hours

every single day, blast the music or TV
at all hours, have excessively barky
dogs and so on. 

In a forest environment, it's easy to for-
get about neighbors when you can't see
their house. But they are there, and be-
lieve me, they often hear everything
loud and clear, including raised voices,
especially when lot sizes are small.
Many believe that the forest dampens
sound. In actuality, the forest can am-
plify mid-range and high frequencies
in a way similar to a loudspeaker,
though low frequencies tend to be at-
tenuated. Forest acoustics is a complex
science with numerous variables; for
those who are interested there is a
wealth of information accessible on
Google Scholar.

If you are in the noisy neighbor cate-
gory, it's important to be mindful and
acknowledge the fact. Chances are that
your neighbors who are working from
home are suffering your noisiness in si-
lence; they probably won't confront
you until they are at breaking point.
This does not make for a harmonious
community. It only breeds resentment. 
So here's a few suggestions:

1) Admitting it is the first step. Be
aware that your noise may be nega-
tively impacting those around you. If
you need to make a lot of noise, go talk
to your nearby neighbors. If there's
going to be construction noise, let them
know so they can prepare for it. If you
have had ongoing noise for a while,
apologize to your neighbors and ask if
there are times that quiet is absolutely
necessary for them. On a personal note,
a few weeks ago there was a day of
chainsawing noise at my house. The
next day I brought garden veggies and

an apology to my very quiet, work-
from-home neighbors. I now let them
know ahead of time if I'm going to be
making loud noise for an extended
time. They were very appreciative.

2) If you have elderly neighbors, that
afternoon nap is a very real necessity
for their health and well-being. Talk
with them and find out if there is
noise that is bothering them. Some-
one with eight hunting dogs that bark
non-stop moved in behind an elderly
friend of mine, and his health has
been degrading significantly because
he can't get rest. Be pono and take re-
sponsibility for your own excessive
noise, be it man or beast.

3) Try to set a noise schedule with
your neighbors. This worked out very
well for another person I know. In this
case, he approached the noisy neigh-
bor and let them know he needed
quiet between the hours of 1:00 and
4:00. So far, so good.

4) Assess your needs. Is it really nec-
essary to run the weedwhacker or
chainsaw every day? Is it possible to
make most of your intrusive noise in
the course of a single day? How loud
do you actually need your TV or
music to be? Are you open to bark
mitigation training, bark collars, or
blocking the view of things that cause
the dogs to frequently go off? 

5) If you work from home and are
being impacted by excessive noise,
try gently approaching your noisy
neighbor and discussing the issue
with them. In a non-aggressive way,
let them know how the noise is im-
pacting you, and try to come to a so-
lution that works for both of you.
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I'm fortunate that I remodeled my
home years ago, installing double
walls and heavy insulation; if I close
my windows I barely hear anything,
chainsawing being the exception.
However, many homes don't have
this kind of modification. And peo-
ple in those homes can't work well if
they can't hear themselves think,
can't focus because of loud, exces-
sive noise, can't hear their students,
and can't hear people on the phone or
in a Zoom meeting. Our kūpuna can't
stay healthy if they are deprived of
their rest.

We all need to be sensitive to the
needs and well being of others during
this difficult time, and we must take
personal responsibility for our actions
– and our noise – in order to live to-
gether harmoniously as neighbors in
this “new normal.” 

Submitted by J.M. Buck
Volcano resident

Happy Holidays from Volcano 
Communty Association

We have had so much success with our keiki and tie-
dye shirt sale that we are extending the sale to our
Ladies Shirts. They are mostly blue or green back-
ground with the Rising `Ōhi`a image but there may
be a few black ones leftover from an earlier run.
Ladies shirts have a more rounded neckline and
shorter sleeves. The long sleeve shirts have no cuffs.

Ladies Long Sleeve Tee Shirts Reg $30 now $22.50*
Ladies Short Sleeve Tee Shirts Reg $26 now $19.50*

Members get an additional $2 off these prices!

* Limited to Stock on hand*


