
Volcano Village Health & Safety Fair
With so much going on these days with volcanoes, earthquakes, hurricanes, rat lungworm disease,
dengue fever, zika virus and Hep-C, where can you find out information and ask questions about
these issues and more? Sunday, October 7th, 2018 there will be a Health & Safety Fair at
Cooper Center from 11am to 3pm. There will be healthy food demonstrations and free food
tastings, how to make a “Go Bucket”,  info on advance directives, free flu vaccinations, free testing
for HepC and HIV, and much more. This free event is sponsored by the Volcano Community
Association and the public is invited. 

continued next page

Volcano Community Association Mission Statement
To improve and protect the quality of life in Volcano, County and State of Hawaii, on behalf of all residents of the
area. To promote the social and educational advancement, increase recreational opportunities, ensure health, protect
natural environment, and develop community spirit. Also, it will undertake any consonant project the community

may be moved to assign to it. However, it will remain nonpartisan and nonsectarian.
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Report Invasive Pampas Grass!
One of Hawai`i’s most notorious horticultural invaders, pampas grass (see picture
right), has been seen in several places in the Volcano area, as well as at over two
dozen other locations around Big Island. The Big Island Invasive Species
Committee is in the final stages of eradicating this weedy grass and is asking for
the public’s help in locating any remaining plants. Originally planted in Hawaii for
its showy plumes used in fashion and décor, this grass spreads easily and fast
beyond its planting site, and is a significant threat in Hawaii as a fuel for wildfires.
The grass grows in large clumps, with feathery plumes up to 10 feet tall ranging
from white to lavender in color. Pampas grass looks similar to sugarcane, but
the narrower leaves form a corkscrew shape at the base, have sharp edges, and
the plume itself is longer and fuller than cane blooms. Each clump is capable of producing thou-
sands of lightweight seeds which are carried by the wind, as far as 20 miles from the parent plant! 
When a target plant is found, the BIISC team does a thorough survey of the surrounding area, including
private property, to find any additional plants. Most homeowners are cooperative and eager to support
the removal of an invasive plant from their property, although finding and getting permission from all
property owners is sometimes a challenge. After all plants are removed, additional checks must be done
for as long as seeds are viable, which is six years for pampas grass. No population can be declared erad-
icated until checks have revealed no new keiki for the duration of the potential seedbank.
Please help BIISC eradicate this noxious weed by reporting any sightings of pampas grass. Please
also refrain from buying or planting pampas grass, including seeds, either in stores or online. “It
took us quite a while to get here,” says BIISC field operations supervisor Joel Brunger. “We would
really hate to see all of that work undone because of one garden planting.” 
Report sightings to BIISC at 933-3340 or email biisc@hawaii.edu. Individuals are encouraged to
send pictures of suspect plants via email or the BIISC Facebook page for quick identification! 

submitted by Big Island Invasive Species Committee

Note: Pampas Grass brochures now available at the Sunday Farmers Market VCA table.
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**

Time to join or renew your membership? Please note new rates since 2017**

For more information or questions about this event
please contact Sher Glass at 967-8553 or email the VCA
at vcainfo@yahoo.com.

*Note: for a free flu vaccination you must be 18 or older,
bring your picture I.D. and insurance card. Most health
insurances accepted (no Kaiser or V.A., sorry). 

Health & Safety cont. from page 6.
Here is a partial list of participants:

Blue Zones Hawai`i - HMSA
KTA Pharmacy - Flu Vaccines*
HIHAF - Hawai`i Island HIV/Aids
Foundation
Fight the Bite - Hawai`i State
Department of Health 
CERT - Community Emergency
Response Team
VERT - Volcano Emergency Response
Team
Lava Paws - Pet Safety
Bay Clinic Mobile Health Unit
Sweet Cane Cafe
Cafe’ Ono
Volcano School of Arts & Sciences

Cooper Center from 11 am to 3 pm


